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PAKT II.

MORE than four centuries had elapsed since the Trusty Eek-
art's death, when a noble Tannenhauser, in the station of Imperial
Counsellor, was living at Court in the highest estimation. The
son of this knight surpassed in beauty all the other nobles of the
land, and on this account was loved and prized by every one.
Suddenly, however, after some mysterious incidents had been
observed to happen to him, the young man disappeared; and no
one knew or guessed what was become of him. Since the times
of the Trusty Eckart, there had always been a story current in
the land about the Yenus-Hill; and many said that he had wan-
dered thither, and was lost forever.

One of those that most lamented him was his young friend
Friedrich von "Wolfsburg. They had grown up together, and
their mutual attachment seemed to each of them to have become
a necessary of life. Tannenhauser's old father died: Friedrich
married some years afterwards ; already was a ring of merry
children round him, and still he heard no tidings of his youthful
friend; so that, in the end, he was forced to conclude him dead.

He was standing one evening under the gate of his Castle,
when he perceived afar off a pilgrim travelling towards the man-
sion. The wayfaring man was clad in a strange garb; and his
.gait and gestures the Knight thought extremely singular. On
his approaching nearer, Wolfsburg thought that he knew him ;
and at last he became convinced that the stranger was no other
than his long-lost Mend, the Tannenhauser. He felt amazed,
and a secret horror took possession of him, as he recognised dis-
tinctly these much-altered features.

The two friends embraced; then started back next moment;
and gazed astonished at each other as at unknown beings. Of
questions, of perplexed replies, were many. Friedrich often shud-
dered at the wild look of his friend, which seemed to burn as with
unearthly light. The Tannenhauser had reposed himself a day
or two, when Friedrich learned that he was on a pilgrimage to
Rome.

The two friends by and by renewed their former intimacy;
took up their old topics, and told stories to each other of their
youth; but the Tannenhauser always carefully concealed where
he had been since then. Friedrich, however, pressed him to